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Secondary Cause of Death
The Sequel to “Murdered to Death” performed by the QPs in September 2008

To be Directed by: Steve Shaljean-Tilley
September 2010 
Well folks…THE PRATT is BACK!! 
Following the mayhem of caused by the antics of the hapless and hopeless Inspector Pratt at Bagshot House a couple of years ago, time has moved on and it is now 1936 and storm clouds are gathering over Europe. Having inherited Bagshot House Colonel Craddock has opened the house as a Hotel for the discerning guest. 

Before too long, Inspector Pratt is at the door bearing grim news for the Colonel. But this is just be start! Who is the strange polish Count? Is Henrietta really a rather dim Army Captain? And where does the over the top thespian Cardew Longfellow fit into the picture?  When Joan Maple’s sister arrives to organise a Murder Mystery evening, it is not long before Pratt’s presence brings chaos to the House and a nightmarish series of events leaves dead bodies strewn about the house! 
The characters are (3 men 6 women): 
Colonel Charles Craddock (Retd) / Cardew Longfellow – an “Actor” 
One of the “survivors from the first play. The events from the first play are referred to but only in passing! Charles is a man who likes a drink and will take one at every opportunity; he lives in fear of women and just wants to get away from them! He is a colonial type and basically a nice old duffer – probably about 60. 

Cardew Longfellow is Charles’ double and will of course be played by the same actor. He is essentially a failed and over the top actor given to flowery language that few understand. Every mannerism and speech is over the top. He wears a flowing cap and loud cravat – very showy! 
Inspector Pratt: 
Here he is again and as incompetent as ever! The sad thing is he thinks he is an ace detective whatever mayhem occurs around him. Pratt is in his element; re-enacting murders and muddling words in a way that makes Mrs Maleprop look like a master of the English language! He has a habit of bending the facts to fit his view of the world! 

Lady Isadora Duncan: 
A rather prim local worthy and well to do neighbour to Charles; a bit of a gossip and always willing to relate previous events at Bagshot House. She is always trying to correct Pratts’ wild analysis. She is very excited about taking part in the planned murder mystery evening, She is a middle aged lady. 

Count Puchlick of Puszczylowo

The Count presents himself as a Polish gentleman who is trying to become as English as possible. To this end he is constantly referring to a large Dictionary and talking about the weather. The Count may not be all that he seems; he is probably in his 40’s, 

Captain Henrietta Woolmer – Cardington 

Henrietta appears to be a slightly dim “jolly hockey sticks” type out of Cheltenham Ladies College. She cannot pronounce her r’s – they come out as “w” – but again she may not be all that she seems. 
Cynthia Maple: 
Cynthia’s sister Joan – a local celebrated sleuth – appeared in the first play. Cynthia is extremely bossy – Craddock is terrified of her! She is the annoying organiser of the planned murder mystery; again probably middle aged, and very used to getting her own way. 

Lily Tuthill: 

A cook with a strong cockney accent – or so it appears and like most of  the other characters, she may not be all that she seems – her voice may change as events unfold! 

Martha Armstrong: 

Martha is the housekeeper. This is a fairly small part as she meets her end towards the close of the first scene in act 1. 

Nurse Anna Parsley

Again a fairly small part. Nurse is an attractive young lady whose main job is to look after Charle’s ailments. She is a bit of a flirt, 

If you would like to read the script please contact Steve at stevefurzebank@aol.com or on 01344 625800 and he will happy to arrange a copy for you
